ECONOMIC HISTORY
maintained and repaired the walls, paved the streets in front
of their houses, made bridges and highways, and performed
other public works1.    At the same time they were required to
reside within the borough and to own a burgage tenement2,
1 or other yearly revenues *3,  as a pledge of their ability
to  fulfil their financial  obligations,   " by the which they
may   justify   themselves   unto   our   lord   the   king   and
his   commonalty".     The   essential   qualification   for   the
gild franchise, however, was the capacity to pay scot and
lot   for  the  right  of  trading.    In  many  towns  the gild
merchant contained members who did not even live within
the walls of the borough ;  the charter granted to Pembroke
enacted that " all merchants of the county of Pembroke
by the decision of my burgesses may enter into their gild
merchant " *.   The gild merchant of Ipswich admitted to its
franchise many neighbouring landowners, and among them
the earl of Norfolk 5.    The oath sworn by the gildsman at
Leicester to scot and lot with the gild, " wherever he may
dwell ", appears to point to non-residence c.    Yet practices
varied from borough to borough, and the terms of member-
ship were not everywhere uniform.    Sometimes residence
would seem to have been required as a condition of gild
membership, in order to ensure payment of contributions
and performance of services.   At Hereford7 none could trade
unless he were " in scot and lot with our citizens of the gild
merchant, . . . and unless he shall be dwelling in the same
city with his wife ", that is, he had to be a permanent resi-
dent in the town.    There was thus a well-defined distinction
between gildship and burgess-ship.    All gildsmen were not
burgesses,  nor were  all burgesses  gildsmen,  and  it was
possible for an inhabitant of the town to be neither a burgess
nor a gildsman.    In short,  the gildsman possessed com-
mercial status but was debarred from any share or control
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